Appendix A

“Response to Public Comment”

Response to Public Comment
In August 2017, the Cape Cod Commission released a draft Implementation Report, highlighting
the region’s successes since certification and approval of the Cape Cod Area Wide Water Quality
Management Plan Update in 2015 and outlining future actions to achieve the primary goal of
improved water quality Cape wide. The draft was available for a 30-day public comment period,
which closed on September 18, 2017.
During the public comment period two letters were received. One letter was from the Town of
Falmouth with a request to correct information included in watershed reports. The second
letter was from the Association to Preserve Cape Cod (APCC) with a request to address issues
related to funding, both through the proposed 208 consistency review process and through
ongoing efforts to assist waste treatment management agencies (WMAs) with implementation of
wastewater and water quality solutions. Both letters are attached.
The 2017 Implementation Report reflects and incorporates the suggestions received. The
following changes were made to the Little Pond and West Falmouth Harbor watersheds:




Little Pond
o Additional language was added to the watershed scenarios section on page 8
regarding the approved Little Pond Targeted Watershed Management Plan
(TWMP)
o Clarifying language was added to page 8 to address load calculations and
assumptions used
o The non-traditional scenario on page 9 was adjusted to better reflect technologies
identified in the Little Pond TWMP
West Falmouth Harbor
o The watershed report was updated to reflect 3 mg/L nitrogen for effluent
discharge and scenarios were adjusted accordingly.

To address the suggestions related to funding, an additional criterion was added to the 208
consistency review that requires WMAs seeking 208 consistency include in their plan an
assessment of the town’s ability to pay for the proposed work. As detailed in the 208
consistency review guidance (Appendix F), this assessment shall include a fiscal analysis of the
town’s ability to pay, identification of potential review sources and a schedule for financing. At
the suggestion of APCC, the Commission intends to continue efforts to develop regional tools
and approaches to assist WMAs in considering options related to financing.
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September 18, 2017
Andrew Gottlieb
Executive Director

Margo L. Fenn
President

Mr. Paul Niedzwiecki, Executive Director
Cape Cod Commission
3225 Main St
PO Box 226
Boston, MA 02632

Charles Sumner
Vice President

RE: 208 Consistency Review

Robert Summersgill
Treasurer

Dear Mr. Niedzwiecki:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Elizabeth Jenkins
Clerk
Elliott Carr
Michael Corrigan
Anne Ekstrom
Katherine Garofoli
DeeDee Holt
Thomas Huettner
Pat Hughes
Cheryl Lubin
Blue Magruder
Eliza McClennen
Maureen O’Shea
Donald Palladino
Daniel Webb

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the ongoing 208 process and consistency
review. The Association to Preserve Cape Cod (APCC) supports the groundbreaking work
done by the Cape Cod Commission on the 208 plan. The framework created by the plan
provides a way forward for the communities of Cape Cod to finally tackle the wastewater
issues that jeopardize the Cape’s future water quality.
In order for the towns to be able to implement the recommendations of the plan, they must
address the development of a funding strategy. The individual towns all have their own
financial challenges, but there are some commonalities that confront all Cape towns. To
facilitate the ability of towns to develop plans, APCC recommends that the Commission, as
part of this review, include an assessment of the ability of towns to pay for the
recommended work and develop recommendations and tools that will make it easier for the
towns to proceed to implementation.
The development of a region-wide approach to financing the plan addresses the single
largest remaining impediment to realizing the vision outlined in the 208 plan. APCC stands
ready to assist the Commission in this endeavor.
Sincerely,

Andrew Gottlieb
Executive Director
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